
Abutilon longicuspe 
MALVACEAE 

NOMENCLATURE: IDENTIFICATION: 

Accepted Name: Abutilon longicuspe Hochst. ex  A. Rich. 

Approved by : GMC 

References : See Bibliography* 

Synonyms : Abuti lon c e c i l i i  N.E. B r .  
A. - longicuspe var .  e p i l o s ~  Exel l  

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n :  

FRACT IONATOR : 

DESCRIPTION: Perennia l  shrub up t o  5 m. t a l l ;  stems when young somewhat 
angular  t o  s u b t e r e t e ,  densely covered wi th  a s h o r t  ve lu t inous  t o  somewhat 
ha;sh s t e l l a t e  indumentum, usua l ly  of a greyish-ol ive co lour  and a s  a r u l e  
wi th  long whi t i sh  spreading h a i r s  (very r a r e l y  absent )  a t  l e a s t  on t h e  very  
young p a r t s ,  when o l d e r  t e r e t e ,  g l ab rescen t ,  woody and u l t i m a t e l y  wi th  a 
grey c o r t e x ,  f a i n t l y  f i s s u r e d  by r a t h e r  s h o r t  l o n g i t u d i n a l  markings. Leaf- 
lamina up t o  20 X 18 cm. (much smal le r  i n  upper l e a v e s ) ,  suborbicular-cordate 
o r  broadly ovate-cordate,  acuminate, wi th  a usua l ly  long narrow acumen and a 
deep narrow b a s a l  s i n u s ,  somewhat i r r e g u l a r l y  but  u sua l ly  d i s t i n c t l y  c rena te  
o r  s e r r a t e ;  t he  upper su r face  dark green,  very s h o r t l y  s t e l l a t e l y  subvelut in-  
ous, the lower su r face  much p a l e r ,  grey,  densely s t e l l a t e - v e l u t i n o u s ,  and 
sometimes i n  add i t ion  wi th  few-rayed t o  simple s t i f f  s t e l l a t e  h a i r s  mainly 
on the  d i s t i n c t  prominent r e t i c u l a t e  nerva t ion  and wi th  long p a t e n t  h a i r s  
on t h e  main ve ins  n e a r  the  base;  p e t i o l e  usua l ly  about a s  long a s  the  
lamina, ve lu t inous ,  w i th  o r  without  long p a t e n t  h a i r s .  Flowers pa le  mauve, 
lavender o r  l i l a c  wi th  deep-red-purple cen t r e  and r a d i a t i n g  purple  ve ins ,  
numerous, a x i l l a r y ,  on main branches and a l s o  on shor t  a x i l l a r y  shoots ,  
aggregated i n  te rminal  and l a t e r a l ,  u l t ima te ly  l e a f l e s s ,  o f t e n  l a r g e  pseudo- 
panic les ;  ped ice l s  u sua l ly  under 3 cm. long,  ve lu t inous ,  wi th  o r  without  
p i l o s e  h a i r s ,  a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  upper 6 mm. Calyx 4-6 mm. long ,  cupuliform, 
tomentose aqd sometimes a l s o  p i l o s e ;  lobes 4-7 m. long,  t r i a n g u l a r  o r  ovate- 
t r i a n g u l a r ,  a c u t e  o r  mucronate, tomentose-velutinous, wi th  inconspicuous 
median ve ins .  P e t a l s  c .  12 mm. long,  obovate-obcuneate. Stamina1 tube deep 
red-purple and glabrous i n  con ica l  po r t ion ,  s t e l l a t e - h a i r y  a t  the apex. 
F r u i t  c .  10 X 15  rmn., subglobose t o  depressed-globose, umbi l ica te ,  densely 
s t e l l a t e - h a i r y .  Mericarps 12-25, c .  10 X 5-6 mm., semi-orbicular-reniform, 
rounded and muticous, papery and b r i t t l e  when mature, 1-seeded. Seeds c .  
3 X 2 mm. 
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ECOLOGY: Frequent t o  common i n  co loniz ing  o r  secondary f o r e s t s  and f o r e s t  
margins i n  t h e  w e t t e r  upland a r e a s  from 3,000-6,000 f e e t .  

USES : - 

ACTIVITY DATA I N  OTHER SPECIES OF Abuti lon:  

A. a s i a t i cum - PS C Dhar 
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CLASS NAME 



204 Malvaceae 

admin
Note
Illustration from Agnew, Upland Kenya Wild Flowers, Oxford Univ. Press (1974).


