
Acacia mearnsi i  
( FABACEAE) 

NOMENCLATURE: IDENTIFICATION: 

Accepted Name: Acacia mea rns i i  D e  Wild. 

Approved by: GMC, 4/15/76 

References : See Bibliography* 

Synonyms : - A. decur rens  (Wendl.) Wil ld .  va r .  mo l l i s  L indl .  

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  : 

FRACT IONATOR: 

DESCRIPTION: Unarmed tree up t o  15  m. h igh  w i t h  a c o n i c a l  o r  rounded 
crown; bark  grey-brown t o  b l a c k i s h ,  smooth o r  rough on very  o l d  t runks ;  
young b r a n c h l e t s  angu la r ;  a l l  p a r t s  (except  f lowers)  + dense ly  pubescent 
o r  puberulous,  indumentum on young p a r t s  o f t e n  Leaves b i p i n n a t e  : 
p e t i o l e  1-2.5 cm. long ,  o f t e n  w i th  a gland above; rhach i s  u sua l ly  4-12 cm. 
long,  w i t h  numerous r a i s e d  glands a l l  a long i t s  upper s u r f a c e  bo th  a t  and 
between t h e  j unc t ions  of t h e  pinnae p a i r s ;  pinnae 8-21 p a i r s ;  l e a f l e t s  
15-70 p a i r s ,  1.5-4 X 0.5-0.75 nun. l inear -oblong ,  appressed-pubescent o r  
glabrous benea th ,  margins u s u a l l y  w i t h  c i l i a .  I n f lo re scences  c a p i t a t e ,  i n  
te rmina l  p a n i c l e s .  Flowers p a l e  yellow, f r a g r a n t ,  on peduncles 2-6 mm. 
long.  Calyx s p a r i n g l y  pubescent e s p e c i a l l y  towards t h e  ap i ce s  of t h e  
l obes .  Coro l l a  g labrous  o r  a lmost  so .  Pods (1.6) 3-10 X 0.5-0.8 cm. 
j o i n t e d ,  a lmost  moniliform, + grey-puberulous,  deh i sc ing  l o n g i t u d i n a l l y  
a long one margin on ly ,  s t r a i i h t  o r  s l i g h t l y  curved. Seeds b l ack ,  + 
5 X 3.5 nun. e l l i p t i c ,  compressed, smooth ; carunc le  conspicuous ; a r e o l e  
3.5 X 2 mm. 

D i s t i ngu i sh ing  c h a r a c t e r s  might be  t h e  golden h a i r s  on young s h o o t s ,  
numerous p innu le s  t h a t  a r e  set c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  and shor t ly - lobed  ca lyx  
wi th  l i nea r -ob lanceo la t e ,  h a i r y  c i l i a t e  s e p a l s .  

ECOLOGY: Margins of d ry  s c l e r o p h y l l  f o r e s t  below 2,000 f e e t  in A u s t r a l i a .  
Becoming n a t u r a l i z e d ,  b u t  of l o c a l  occur rences ,  i n  Eas t e rn  and Southern 
Af r i ca .  



2 Acacia mearns i i  

COMMENTS: Native of Aus t r a l i a .  Occasional p l a n t s  were seen by Spju t  a t  
edges of bushland and Cynometra f o r e s t  n e a r  J i l o r e  Fores t  S t a t i o n ,  Kenya. 

USES:  Well known by t h e  name of Black Wattle and economically important 
f o r  i t s  tannin  content .  Wood is used f o r  firewood and bu i ld ing .  



A c a c i a  

ACTIVITY DATA I N  SPECIES OF A c a c i a :  

A. a l b i d a  - -4 WA 

A. a n g u s t i s s i m a  - s A 

A. catechu - -g__ 
LL 

A. c u n n  i n s h a m i i  - WA 

A. d e c u r r e n s  - KB 

A. g e r r a r d i i  - WA 

A. g l o m e r o s a  - PS 

A.  i x i o p h y l l a  - LL 

A. l e p t o c a r p a  - WA 

A. m e a r n s i i  - -- 
A. m e l a n o x y l o n  - 

A. p i l i sp ina  - WA 

A. pulchel la  - WA 

A. s u b e r i a n a  var. v i l l o s a  PS  - 

A. s i m s i i  - 

T ann i n  

T a n n i n  

T a n n i n  

Kup chan 

B r e w e r  

P r i c e  

K u p c h a n  

J o r  d a a n  

H u d s o n  

C l  a r k - L e w i s  

P r i c e  

P r i c e  

K u p c h a n  

Jeffries 

P r i c e  

Quimb y 

P r i c e  

P r i c e  
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