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NOMENCLATURE : IDENTIFICATION : 

Accepted Name: Acacia .- melanoxylon R. B r .  

Approved by : GMC 

References : See Bibliography* 

Synonyms : 

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  : 

FRACT IONATOR : 

DESCRIPTION: Unarmed t r e e  up t o  20 m. high;  young b ranch le t s  angular ,  
glabrous o r  t h e  young shoots  minutely pubescent.  Leaves phy l lod ic ,  
apparent ly  simple, glabrous,  mostly 6-12 X 0.6-1.2 (2.5) cm. l i n e a r -  
l anceo la t e  t o  oblanceola te  o r  narrowly obovate,  s t r a i g h t  t o  f a l c a t e ,  
narrowed b a s a l l y ,  wi th  3-7 prominent l o n g i t u d i n a l  nerves  and a conspic- 
uous r e t i c u l a t e  venat ion  between t h e  long i tud ina l  nerves (on young p l a n t s  
b ip inna te  leaves  a r e  sometimes produced a t  t h e  apex of the  phyllode) .  
Inf lorescences  globose, s o l i t a r y  o r  i n  s h o r t  a x i l l a r y  racemes. Flowers 
pa le  yellowish-white,  on peduncles up t o  6 mm. long.  Calyx more than 
h a l f  a s  long a s  the c o r o l l a .  Corol la  glabrous.  Pods brown, 5-15 X 0.6- 
0.8 cm. oblong, f a l c a t e  o r  va r ious ly  co i l ed  o r  s p i r a l l y  tw i s t ed ,  
f l a t t e n e d ,  margins thickened,  n o t  c o n s t r i c t e d  between the  seeds ,  
dehiscing l o n g i t u d i n a l l y  along both margins. Seeds dark brownish-black, 
4-5 X + 2.5 m., smooth, compressed; a r e o l e  + 3 X 1 mm.;  f u n i c l e  very 
long, th ickened,  almost e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  seed i n  a double fo ld .  

ECOLOGY: Native of A u s t r a l i a :  Rich s o i l  i n  v a l l e y s ,  grass lands  i n  
mountains. Flowers September-October. 

COMMENTS: Cul t iva ted  i n  East  and South Afr ica  and has  escaped i n  some 
a r e a s .  &so,  probably c u l t i v a t e d  elsewhere. 

Bentham mentions t h i s  spec ie s  a s  being abundant throughout Tasmania. 
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USES: Well known by the  common name "blackwood". Wood is  used f o r  
f u r n i t u r e  making and o t h e r  cons t ruc t ion  purposes.  

Bark has  been used a s  a f i s h  poison by t h e  abor ig ines .  Also, has  been 
suspected i n  l i v e s t o c k  poisoning.  



A c a c i a  

ACTIVITY DATA I N  S P E C I E S  OF A c a c i a :  

A. a l b i d a  - W A 

A. a n g u s t i s s i m a  - S A 

A. cat e c h u  - LZ, 

A. decurrens - KB 

A. gerrardi i  - WA 

A. g l o m e r o s a  - 

A.  ixiophylla - 

A .  l e p t o c a r p a  - 

A. m e a r n s i i  - 

A. m e l a n o x y l o n  - 

A. p i l i sp ina  - - 

A. rhodoxylon - 

A. suberiana var. v i l l o sa  - 

A. s i m s i i  - 

A.  spec tabi l i s  - 

W A 

W A 

S A ,  KB 

W A 

WA 

LZ, 
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