
Alb iz i a  amara 
(FABACEBE) 

NOMENCLATURE : IDENTIFICATION : 

Accepted Name : A l b i z i a  amara ( ~ o x b  .) Boiv. 

subsp. F a r a  Brenan 
subsp . sericocepha1,a (Benth. ) Brenan 

Approved by : GMC 

References : See Bibliography * 
Synonyms : Mimosa amara (Roxb.) Boiv. 

A lb izz i a  g r a c i l i f o l i a  Harms 
A. se r i cocepha la  Benth. - 
A. s t r u t h i o p h y l l a  Milne-Redh . - 

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n :  

FRACTIONATOR: 

Farnsworth 

DESCRIPTION: Tree,  r a r e l y  shrubby, 1.5-18 m. h igh ,  deciduous; crown rounded 
o r  f l a t ;  ba rk  f i s s u r e d ,  rough; young b ranch le t s  w i th  r a t h e r  s h o r t  dense 
spreading  grey t o  golden pubescence. Leaves: gland on upper s i d e  of 
p e t i o l e  low, s e s s i l e ,  up t o  c .  0.25 mm. h igh ;  pinnae 4-46(56) p a i r s ;  l e a f -  
l e t s  12-48 p a i r s ,  2-5(7.5) X 0.5-1.5(2.5) m., oblong-l inear  t o  l i n e a r ,  
symmetric and obtuse o r  sometimes subacute a t  t h e  apex, 2 appressed- 
pubescent on one o r  bo th  su r f aces  o r  on t h e  margins only ,  g labrescent  o r  
n o t  l a t e r ;  midrib n e a r l y  c e n t r a l  (except a t  t he  base)  ; l a t e r a l  nerves  n o t  
d i s t i n c t  beneath,  r a r e l y  s l i g h l y  r a i s e d .  Flowers whi te  o r  flushed-pink, 
s u b s e s s i l e  o r  up t o  1 . 5  nnn. p e d i c e l l a t e j  b r a c t e o l e s  ve ry  caducous, f a l l e n  
by f lowering time. Calyx 1-2 mm. l ong ,  puberulous o r  pubescent ou t s ide .  
Corol la  3.5-7 mm. long ,  puberulous o r  pubescent o u t s i d e .  Stamina1 tube 
no t  o r  s c a r c e l y  exse r t ed  beyond t h e  c o r o l l a ;  f i l amen t s  c .  0.5-1.2 cm. long. 
Pod appa ren t ly  i ndeh i scen t ,  10-28 X 2-5 cm., l inear-oblong,  puberulous 
over  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  brown. Seeds 8-13 X 7-8 nnn.,  f l a t t e n e d .  

ECOLOGY: Wooded g ra s s l ands ,  t h i c k e t s  and sc rub ,  o f t e n  on o r  n e a r  rock;  
600-1500 meters .  Usual ly occu r r ing  i n  small  clumps. 

COMMENTS: Subspecies "amara" has  u sua l ly  4-12 p a i r s  of l e a f l e t s  t h a t  a r e  
-k g l a u c ~ u s  beneath.  Subspecies "ser icocephala"  has  from 14-46 p a i r s  of - 
l e a f l e t s  which a r e  green and n o t  glaucous beneath.  
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USES: The seeds a r e  a s t r i n g e n t .  Used i n  t r e a t i n g  p i l e s ,  d i a r rhoea ,  - 
gonorrhoea, l ep rosy ,  leucoderma, e rysepelas  and abscesses .  The f lowers 
have been appl ied  t o  b o i l s ,  e rup t ions  and swel l ings .  Also, regarded a s  
an  emetic  and a s  a remedy f o r  coughs and malar ia .  

ACTIVITY DATA I N  A lb iz i a  : 

A. a d i a n t h i f o l i a  WA 

A. adinocephala WA 

A. amara KB, PS 

A. grandibrac tea ta  KB 

A. j u l i b r i s s i n  WA, SA 

A. kalkora  WA 

A. procera  WA 

Jordaan 

Cole 

Farnsworth 

Cole 

Cole 

Cole 
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